C22Hi5CrNC>7, monocLinie, P\2\ln\ (no. 14), a = 9.7086(9) A, b = 21.743(2) A, c = 10.801(1) A, β = 109.594(1)°, V= 2148.1 A 3 , Z = 4, R^F) = 0.038, wRrttfF 2 ) = 0.098, T= 183 K.
Discussion
In the molecule (0C)sCr=C(C02Et)(N=CPh2) the bond lengths within the Cr-C(C02Et)-N=C group are of interest. The distance Nl-C4 of 1.260(3) A is even shorter than the C=N bond of the imino group (d(Nl =C5) = 1.276(3) A). The angle C5-N1-C4 is 167.2(2)°. In the tungsten complex (0C) 5 W=C(C02EtKN=CPh2) the corresponding data were found to be 1.253(7) A, 1.283(7) A and 167.3(6)° [1] . These findings point to a dominant nitrile ylide character Cr~-C(R)=N + =C (heteroallene structure) in the carbene complex. The negative partial charge at the metal atom results in an elongated metal caibene bond (d(Cr-C4) = 2.084(2) A, d(W-C) = 2.208(6) A) and this leads to a stronger back donation in the frans-metal-CO bond as was found for the tungsten complex (d(W-C) = 2.017(7) A [1] ). A high contribution of a zwitter ionic form was also observed in Fischer amino carbene complexes [2] . 
